COMFORT QUILTS BLOCK-OF-THE-QUARTER
RAIL FENCE BLOCK (9" finished size)
This quarter’s block is a simple Rail Fence block, made using 3-1/2" x 9-1/2" strips of Light, Medium, and Dark fabrics. You
can get 8 or 10 pieces from a Fat Quarter (FQ). (Although FQs theoretically are 18" x 20", many times they’re actually a bit
smaller. In addition, after removing the selvedges and squaring up the FQ, it may not end up big enough to get 10 units. It has
to be 17-1/2" wide for 10 units.) So you can get 8 or 10 Rail Fence blocks from each set of 3 FQs.
Tip: Select 3 complementary FQs in fabrics with good contrast. Layer the Dark fabric and the Medium fabric right-sidestogether, and then add the Light fabric on top (either side up). Start by removing selvedges and squaring up the FQs. Then
make a cut 9-1/2" from the left end and another cut 19" from the left end. Set aside the remaining narrower strip at the end.
Turn the FQs, and make 4 or 5 (as available) 3-1/2" cuts all the way across. By layering the first 2 fabrics right-sides-together,
they are all ready to sew when you carry the stacks to your machine.
If you feel ambitious and want to put your blocks
together into a Comfort Quilt, there are many fun
ways to set them together. We’ll have a sheet of
examples on our website!
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RAIL FENCE SETTING IDEAS

Standard Rail Fence setting.
36 blocks, set 6 x 6 with
several solid borders

All blocks are assembled in the
same order - Dark, Medium,
Light. Set in groups of 4, with
Darks forming a pinwheel.

All blocks have White strips
in the center, set on point
with borders

Blocks are turned alternate
directions with sashing and
borders. (These blocks also
have accent strips between
the “rail” strips.)

Rail Fence blocks alternated
with plain blocks

Blocks are turned the same
direction with sashing and
borders.

You can always add
some fun borders!

